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not be planted in cold soil in the
spring, as the seed may decay before
it germinates. Sandy soils warm up
much more quickly in the spring, and
for this reason are much safer for
Lima beans. However, the large-
seeded pole and bush variedes require
much more fertility than the light
sandy soils afford, and must be sup-
plied with fertilizer if the beans are
to continue to produce pods. Lima
beans require large amounts of lime
in the soil. Calcium and magnesium,
the two ingredients in lime, must be
in sufficient quantity thoroughly to
sweeten the soil, for the seeds will
not germinate in acid soil.

CULTURAL DIRECTIONS: The soil
should be well prepared for Lima
beans, because of the difficulty of
germination of the large seeds. If the
soil bakes over the seed, the large
seed-halves cannot be lifted out of
the ground by the young seedling and
they may be torn off or prevent the
seedling from breaking through the
ground. The seed-halves contain a
large quantity of stored food on
which the plant must live while it is
establishing itself. If the seed-halves
or cotyledons are torn off ahead of
time, the seedling plant starves. A
iittk sand scattered over the top of
tfoe grooad along the row will keep
the soil mellow. Gardeners sometimes
make a ridge about four inches high
numing east and west and will plant
lima bean seed on the south side of
the ridge where the sua will beat in
and where tlie cold north and west
winds will not have a chance to keep
the ground chilled. The beans will
ferminate quickly and the ground
will not bake so hard over the top of
the seed It is a good practice to soak
Ac seed over night before planting,

though not longer than 12 hours nor
hi water deep enough completely to
cover th-j cced. It is sufficient to place
the seed on a blotter or several uiick-
nesses of paper towel in a shallow
dish of water covered with news-
paper.

Longer soaking will cause the seed
coat to break and occasion difficulty in
transplanting, as the root or the
sprout is very easily broken off. Plant-
ing should be done as soon as the
ground thoroughly warms and all
danger of frost is^past

Lima beans require an abundance
of sunlight and should be planted in
the sunniest part of the garden. If
they are planted in the shade on too
fertile soil, they will not set seed pods.
They should be planted in rows sYz
feet apart. The large-seeded dwarf
varieties should be planted 8 inches
apart in the row. They are usually
planted 4 inches apart and thinned to
8-inch intervals. Thicker planting will
cause a poor set of pods. The plants
are a long season crop and make a
large bushy plant if given a chance.
They should be cleanly hoed or culti-
vated so that the weeds are well con-
trolled by the time the plants are in
bloom. Any disturbance after the
small pods are set will cause the plant
to drop its pods. It is discouraging to
go into the garden a few days after
doing a good job of hoeing only to
find all the small pods on the ground
The plants should not be disturbed
when dew is on the leaves, because of
the danger of spreading some of the
leaf diseases.

Pole Lima beans are planted around
poles spaced 2 feet apart in the row.
The rows are set 4 feet apart Four
seeds are planted in a circle around
each pole and about 4 inches from
the pole. The seedlings are thinned to